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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to a request for continued examination filed 26 April 2007. 
Claims 1-20 are presented for further consideration. Claims 1,7 and 14 are currently 
amended. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 26 April 
2007 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments (i.e. providers are prioritized), see Remarks (pages 9-12), 
filed 26 April 2007, with respect to the rejections of claims 1-20 under 35 USC 103(a) 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground of rejection is made in 
view of newly found prior art reference Tindal et al. (US Patent Application Publication 
2002/0069291), as set forth below in the Office Action. 
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In response to the Applicant's arguments the following factual remarks have been 

noted. 

(I) Applicant contends that providers are not on the mobile device. 

(II) Applicant contends that routing does not take place on the mobile device. 

In considering (I), Applicant contends that providers are not on the mobile device. 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. Examiner asserts that Smith expressly discloses that 
the providers are located on the mobile device, as the integrated message center 
resides in the mobile device (Figure 6 -item 6100). Specifically, Smith discloses that the 
integrated message center is a logical entity that resides in the mobile telephone, 
(column 3, lines 50-53). Examiner further notes that the network service provider 
(Figure 5-item 1200) is not intended to correspond to the provider as suggested by the 
Applicant. 

In considering (II), Applicant contends that routing does not take place in the 
mobile device. Examiner respectfully disagrees. Examiner asserts that Smith expressly 
discloses routing messages based on type to the associated provider and subsequently 
the appropriate message-type specific user application (column 1, lines 18-60). More 
specifically, Smith discloses the Message center receiving messages in a plurality of 
formats (i.e. voice, text, ink, fax, e-mail), and routing the message to a determined 
application used in order have the message appropriately retrieved and viewed by the 
user (column 11, lines 33-67; Figures 15A-15B). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Smith et al. (US Patent 6,333,973) in view of Tindal et al. (US Patent Application 

Publication 2002/0069291), hereinafter referred to as Smith and Tindal 

respectively. 

In reference to claim 1, Smith discloses an integrated messaging center method 
for operating on telecommunications equipment, in order to consolidate messages of 
different types for viewing and manipulation by a user (abstract). Smith discloses: 

• A computer-implemented method for routing messages, received by a 
mobile device (Figure 1-item 1 100), to an application of the mobile device 
(column 2, lines 25-32), comprising: 

• Providing a plurality of providers, wherein each provider is associated with 
a message type (column 5, line 63-column 5, line 15); 

• Receiving a message on the mobile device (column 3, lines 60-column 4, 
line 65); 

• Routing the message to the plurality of providers of the mobile device, 
(column 1, lines 48-67); 
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• Associating the message with the at least one of the plurality of providers 
when the at least one of the plurality of providers recognizes the message 
type (column 7, line 7-column 8, line 10); and informing an application of 
the mobile device associated with the provider that the message is waiting 
without the application sending a query to receive an indication that the 
message is waiting (column 8, lines 27-51). 
Although Smith discloses substantial features of the claimed invention, the reference 
fails to disclose the method wherein the plurality of provider are prioritized and the first 
higher highest priority receives the message first and routing the message to the 
provider with the second highest priority when the provider with the first highest does 
not recognize the message type. Nonetheless, this would have been an obvious 
modification to the method as disclosed by Smith for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention, as further evidenced by Tindal. 

In an analogous art, Tindal discloses dynamic configuration of network devices 
for efficient data transfer. Tindal further discloses plurality of provider are prioritized and 
the first higher highest priority receives the message first (i.e. route via the service 
having the higher preference) and routing the message to the provider with the second 
highest priority when the provider with the first highest does not recognize the message 
type (paragraphs [0025]-[0027]). One of ordinary skill in the art would have been so 
motivated to accordingly modify the method of Smith so as to maximize network 
resources and revenue by providing higher priority services to customers (Tindal; 
paragraph [0025], lines 13-16). 
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In reference to claim 7, Smith discloses an integrated messaging center method 
and associated software (column 5, line 58-column 6, line 2) for operating on 
telecommunications equipment, in order to consolidate messages of different types for 
viewing and manipulation by a user (abstract). Smith discloses: 

• A computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions for 
routing messages (column 5, line 58-column 6, line 2), received by a 
mobile device (Figure 1-item 1100), to an application of the mobile device 
(column 2, lines 25-32), comprising: 

• Receiving a message on the mobile device (column 3, lines 60-column 4, 
line 65) having a message type indicated by a character sequence in the 
message, (column 2, lines 37-46); 

• Routing the message to the plurality of providers of the mobile device, 
(column 1, lines 48-67;column 5, line 63-column 5, line 15); 

• Associating the message with the at least one of the plurality of providers 
when the at least one of the plurality of providers recognizes the character 
sequence (column 7, line 7-column 8, line 10); and informing an 
application of the mobile device associated with the provider that the 
message is waiting without the application sending a query to receive an 
indication that the message is waiting (column 8, lines 27-51). 

Although Smith discloses substantial features of the claimed invention, the reference 
fails to disclose the method wherein there plurality of providers are a list of prioritized 
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providers and routing the message to a first prioritized provider associating the 
message with the first prioritized provider when the first prioritized provider recognizes 
the character sequence; and routing the message to a second prioritized provider when 
the first prioritized provider does not recognize the character sequence. Nonetheless, 
this would have been an obvious modification to the method as disclosed by Smith for 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, as further evidenced by 
Tindal. 

In an analogous art, Tindal discloses dynamic configuration of network devices 
for efficient data transfer (abstract). Tindal further discloses the plurality of providers are 
a list of prioritized providers and the routing the message to a first prioritized provider 
associating the message with the first prioritized provider when the first prioritized 
provider recognizes the character and routing the message to a second prioritized 
provider when the first prioritized provider does not recognize the character sequence 
(paragraphs [0025]-[0027]). One of ordinary skill in the art would have been so 
motivated to accordingly modify the method of Smith so as to maximize network 
resources and revenue by providing higher priority services to customers (Tindal 
paragraph [0025], lines 13-16). 

In reference to claim 14, Smith discloses an integrated messaging center system 
employed for operating on telecommunications equipment, in order to consolidate 
messages of different types for viewing and manipulation by a user (abstract). Smith 
discloses: 
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• A system (Figure 5) for routing messages received by a mobile device to 
an application of the mobile device (column 2, lines 25-32), comprising: 

• A processor and a computer-readable medium (column 5, line 58-column 
6, line 2; Figure 3); 

• An operating environment stored on the computer-readable medium and 
executing on the processor, (column 5, line 58-column 6, line 23; Figure 
3); 

• A communication connection device operating under the control of the 
operating environment (column 5, lines 9-31); 

• A routing device operating under the control of the operating environment 
and operative to perform actions, (column 6, line 65-column 7, line 15); 

• Providing a plurality of providers, wherein each provider is associated with 
a message type (column 5, line 63-column 5, line 15); 

• Receiving a message on the mobile device (column 3, lines 60-column 4, 
line 65) having a provider indicator in the message, (column 2, lines 37- 
46); 

• Routing the message to the plurality of providers of the mobile device, 
(column 1, lines 48-67); 

• Associating the message with the at least one of the plurality of providers 
when the at least one of the plurality of providers recognizes provider 
indicator (column 7, line 7-column 8, line 10); and delivering the message 
to an application of the mobile device associated with the at least one 
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provider when the at least one provider recognizes the provider indicator, 
wherein the application is informed that the message is waiting without the 
application sending a query to receive an indication that the message is 
waiting (column 8, lines 27-51). 
Although Smith discloses substantial features of the claimed invention, the reference 
fails to disclose the method wherein there plurality of providers are a list of prioritized 
providers and routing the message until at least one provider of the mobile device 
recognizes the provider indicator, wherein the message is routed according to a priority 
level of the provider, whereon the provider having the first highest level of priority 
receives the message first, and wherein the message is routed to a provider having a 
second highest level of priority when the provider having the first highest level of priority 
does not recognize the provider indicator . Nonetheless, this would have been an 
obvious modification to the method as disclosed by Smith for one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention, as further evidenced by Tindal. 

In an analogous art, Tindal discloses dynamic configuration of network devices 
for efficient data transfer (abstract). Tindal further discloses the plurality of providers are 
a list of prioritized providers routing the message until at least one provider of the mobile 
device recognizes the provider indicator, wherein the message is routed according to a 
priority level of the provider, wherein the provider having the first highest level of priority 
receives the message first and wherein the message is routed to a provider having a 
second highest level of priority when the provider having the first highest level of priority 
does not recognize the provider indicator (paragraphs [0025]-[0027]). One of ordinary 
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skill in the art would have been so motivated to accordingly modify the system of Smith 
so as to maximize network resources and revenue by providing higher priority services 
to customers (Tindal paragraph [0025], lines 13-16). 

In reference to claim 20, Smith discloses an integrated messaging center method 
for operating on telecommunications equipment, in order to consolidate messages of 
different types for viewing and manipulation by a user (abstract). Smith discloses: 

• A computer-implemented method for routing messages, received by a 
mobile device (Figure 1-item 1100), to an application of the mobile device 
(column 2, lines 25-32), comprising: 

• Providing a plurality of providers, wherein each provider is associated with 
a message type and at least one application of the mobile device (column 
5, line 63-column 5, line 15); 

• Receiving at least one message including a provider character sequence 
(column 2, lines 37-46; column 3, lines 60-column 4, line 65); 

• Routing the at least one message to the plurality of providers until one of 
the plurality of providers recognizes the provider character sequence, 
wherein the message is routed each of the providers, (column 1 , lines 48- 
67); 

• Indicating the message is recognized (i.e. notification messages; column 
7, line 7-column 8, line 10); 



Application/Control Number: 09/788,329 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2153 

• Associating the message with the recognized provider (column 7, line 7- 
column 8, line 10); and informing an application of the mobile device 
associated with the provider that the message is waiting without the 
application sending a query to receive an indication that the message is 
waiting (column 8, lines 27-51); 

• Requesting by the application delivery of the message (column 8, lines 
65); 

• Associating the request with the recognized provider (column 8, lines 35- 
45; Figure 7A); 

• Formatting the message for the application (column 7, lines 24-30); 

• Delivering the formatted message to the application (column 9, line 24- 
column 10, line 56). 

Although Smith discloses substantial features of the claimed invention, the reference 
fails to disclose the method wherein there plurality of providers are a list of prioritized 
providers and routing the message until at least one provider of the mobile device 
recognizes the provider indicator, wherein the message is routed according to a priority 
level of the provider, wherein the provider having the first highest level of priority 
receives the message first, and wherein the message is routed to a provider having a 
second highest level of priority when the provider having the first highest level of priority 
does not recognize the provider indicator . Nonetheless, this would have been an 
obvious modification to the method as disclosed by Smith for one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention, as further evidenced by Tindal. 
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In an analogous art, Tindal discloses dynamic configuration of network devices 
for efficient data transfer (abstract). Tindal the plurality of providers are a list of 
prioritized providers routing the message until at least one provider of the mobile device 
recognizes the provider indicator, wherein the message is routed according to a priority 
level of the provider, whereon the provider having the first highest level of priority 
receives the message first and wherein the message is routed to a provider having a 
second highest level of priority when the provider having the first highest level of priority 
does not recognize the provider indicator (paragraphs [0025]-[0027]).One of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been so motivated to accordingly modify the system of Smith 
so as to maximize network resources and revenue by providing higher priority services 
to customers (Tindal paragraph [0025], lines 13-16). 

In reference to claims 2, 8 and 15, Smith shows the SMS routing comprising: 
waiting for the application to request the message formatting the message to the 
requirements of the application and delivering the formatted message to the application 
(column 8, line 35-51; column 9, lines 23-column 10, line 56). 

In reference to claims 3 and 16, Tindal shows the SMS method comprising: 
providing the message to a provider based on a priority level; and determining if the 
prioritized provider is associated with the message, (paragraphs [0025]-[0027]). 
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In reference to claims 4 and 11, Tindal shows the SMS message routing method 
wherein the providers have a unique priority level, (paragraphs [0025]-[0027]). 

In reference to claims 5,12 and 17 Tindal shows the SMS routing method 
comprising: receiving a response from the prioritized provider indicating if the prioritized 
provider is associated with the message and associating the message with the 
prioritized provider if the received response indicates that the prioritized provider is 
associated with the message, (paragraphs [0025]-[0027]). 

In reference to claims 6, 13, and 18 Smith shows the SMS routing method 
wherein: associating the message with the prioritized provider if the received response 
indicates that the prioritized provider is associated with the message further comprises 
storing the message in a location associated with the prioritized provider, (column 7, line 
15-column 8, line 10). 

In reference to claims 9 and 19, Smith shows a SMS routing software product 
with computer-executable instructions wherein: formatting the message for the 
application further comprises: providing access to the message to the provider 
associated with the requesting service; and the provider associated with the requesting 
application formatting the message to the requirements of the application (column 9, 
line 23-column 10, line 56). 



* Application/Control Number: 09/788,329 



Page 14 



Art Unit: 2153 

In reference to claim 10, Tindal shows a SMS routing software product with 
computer-executable instructions comprising: prioritizing the list of providers based on a 
priority level; and providing access to the message to each of the prioritized providers in 
order of the priority until the message has been associated, (paragraphs [0025]-[0027]). 



examiner should be directed to LaShanya R Nash whose telephone number is (571) 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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